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possibly a fourth, are the boats which figuréd 
in-the ‘natratives of .the survivors who ‘were 
brought on board the Stonington. 

The damages to the steamer aré slight, and 
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He did not want ‘to talk at first, intimating 
that “the whole thing would have to come out 
in the official in ” On, being ‘told 
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

The date’printed on the wrapper ‘of each 
paper denotes the time when the subscription 
fa __| 

Persons leaving the Oity for the Summer 
et: have Tum Trans mailed t their address 
for $1 per month. The 

pf 
for to-day, in ‘this region, rising. barometer, 
north to west winds, clear or partly cloudy 
weather, lower temperature. 
07"—_—-eeennn 

With ordinary industry, Congress should 
be able’to adjourn this week. The: De- 
ficiency Appropriation: bill has passed the 
House, and is now in the hands of the Sen- 
ate, ‘The Sundry Civil bill has passed both 
houses, but with amendments. whith have 
caused a disagreement between the two 
houses, It is now in charge of a conference 
committee, and -will probably “be. réported 
to‘day. All of the other regular. annual..ap- 
propriation “bills have been sent to. the 
President, and most of them have been 

, signed. These ©‘ regular’”’. pills, eleven 
in number, which have now passed finally 
the Senate and House, appropriate the. large 
amount of $184,691,062.. The two bills yet 
to become laws will bring the gross figure up 
to something ‘like $200,000,000. Of these 
bills, the River and Harbor bill, which ap- 


propriates nearly $8,500,000, is the most ex. 


travagant and ‘ill-considered. It ig difficult 
to see how the Democrats can go’ into the 
opening canvass with any pretension of 
economy in the facé of such a record as 
een 

While the joint ‘rule for counting. the’ 
Electoral. vote hangs -in. the: House : it 
operates as an effectual check to the passage 
of quegtionable schemes. ‘The’ Republicans 
have agreed to:obstract ‘the passage of the 
joint rule ‘bydilatory motions, and by”sb: 
* Raining Some voting... By this mess: they 
tion of. the concurrent. resolution, the 
session must end. In” the © mean- 
time, however, the unfinished appro; 


bills 
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every half-minute,. If this. be true, the 
catse of the calamity will become more than 
ever inexplicable. 


the thunderbolt. of Executive wrath has so 
long hung fire; as it were? There were 
other offenders before Raum, and the Presi- 
dent made no sign, although besought to re- 
gard the culprits. If the President did, as it 


j is said, warn Gen. Raum that his par- 


ticipation in the Dlinois Convention would 
be regarded with disfavor, the Commissioner 
might be excused if he argued with ‘himself 
that the aforesaid ‘order ’’ was’a dead let- 
ter.. And, finally, if the Commissioner has 
transgressed a living regulation, why-was he 
not punished When he transgressed? The Il- 
linois Convention isa thing of the past. 
Punishment which. overtakes‘a man tardily 
is neither summary nor exemplary. If the 
*‘order’’ is to be enforced, let us have it so 
generally. applied that there shall be no com- 
plaint made of partiality or caprice. 
ba | 


THE PREVENTION OF STHEAM-BOAT 
DISASTERS. 

It is impossible to avoid the conclusion 
that ‘the terrible disaster on the Sound was 
of an entirely preventable character. The 
collision itself, according to the concurrent 
testimony of many of the survivors, would 
not have ‘taken place had the fog- 
signals on the , Narragansett § been 
given with the frequency required by the 
regulations, and the loss of life which 
followed ‘would have ‘been very much 
less, if any had occurred, had the provisions 
for saving life been such as the law de- 


+ mands, and had the discipline and capacity of 


the officers. and crew been at all such as they 
ought to have been: The official’ in- 
vestigation will undoubtedly bring out 
the details of the negligence and viola- 
tion ‘ of . law which ‘actually * existed, 
and make possible some clear judgment ‘as 
to the precise persons who were responsible 
for them, but the main’fact that many lives 
were sacrificed and hundreds more endan- 
gered by criminal defects in the service of 
the steam-boat company will not now be de- 
nied by any one, except, possibly, the. offi- 
cers of the company themselves. 

The question, therefore, which natural- 
ly. arises is how such horrible events 
can’ be avoided; how the men in. charge 
of the vast crowds of human; beings 
who are nightly afloat. during the er 
season upon our rivers and the Sound. can 
be made to attend to their simple duty. 
It is obvious. that the system of Gov- 
ernment inspectién now in force can- 
not be relied on Of itself to accomplish 
this object. If it cotild, the destruction. of 
life. on the Narragansett would. not have 
taken place..-However complete may be 
the requirements of the law—and they are 
generally,regarded by experts as extraordi- 
narily complete—there is evidently no ad- 
equate enforcement of them. This , fact 
does not reflect on the conduct or capacity 
of the Inspectors,"‘who are for the most part 
men of fair reputation and of praiseworthy 
fidelity. ‘It arises from a defect which is to 
8 considerable extent. inherent in all inspec- 
tien systems, and that defect is the lack of 
any sufficient motive to secure the complete 
enforcement .of regulations. - 


may be never so minute and comprehen- 
sive, if steam-boat owners and steam- 
boat officers ‘have not stronger induce- 
ments for obedience’ than for dis- 
Obedience, the inevitable result will be care- 
lessness and disaster, It is not probable that 
any penalty, however large, which could be 


may be brought before the: House at | | 


<b. nok pay oe 


nob prepared to say how justice und r | 


the law.could be made. cheaper, prom 
or more certain, but it is evident that if m 


imposed on the recklessness and cupidi Pp dity of 


be regarded as a very radical chatige ‘by ‘the 


legal. profession should . the » law’ re 
that. in all. cases where . damage is 
proved the culpable neglect'-of’ the own: 
ers and their agents should be assumed: 
unless it. could be affirmatively shown 
that there was none. But as & matter of 
common sense, such a requirement would be 
perfectly fair, The owners and officers of a 
steam-boat have every means and . opportu- 
nity to carry out the regulations; the regula- 
tions are known to be adequate, if fully 
complied with, to secure safety in the great 
majority of cases; it is next to impossible for 
@ ‘passenger to prove positively neglect or 
failure to comply withthe. regulations, ‘and 


-| usually easy for owners and offi¢érs to prove’ 


their observance of them. ‘Whi, then, should 
not the passenger who can show that he, or 
the person whose heir he is, has suffered 
loss of life or property, or personal :injury, 
recover adequate damages unless-compliance 
with the law can be directly” proved by the 
parties responsible? In any.’ case; some 
change in the law, which shall define:.and 
make effective the liability of owners and 
persons injured, is imperative. 
Sas 


THE FIRST DEMOCRATIO BLUNDER. 


‘was & curious development of Dem- 

c folly in the Senate on Saturday, apro- 
pos of a bill to pay all veterans of the Mex- 
ican war a pension, and repealing the. law 
which forbids such payment, to citizens of 
the United States who have been guilty of 
insurrection against the National Govern- 
ment. This. proposition was met, by one 


from the Republican side,. authorizing the” 


payment of pensions to all persons who 
fought fot the Union in. the war.. of 


the rebellion. Both | these’ propositions 
were in one sense uncalled for, extravagant, 
and improper, and on one side; as. on the 
other, they derived their sole interest from 
the sentiment which lay at the ‘bottom of 


them. On the side of the Democrats, the: 


effort to repeal the discrimination against 
those who have served in ‘the Confederate 
Army is in .the last degree foolish, The 
number of persons who would.be entitled 
to relief under the proposed. law>must. be 
small; the numberof those who really need 
such relief still ‘smaller. It came. ‘out in 
the course of the debate that the Southern 
leaders regard these pensions as: indirect com- 
pensation for the losses ‘incurred in’ the  at- 
tempt to overthrow the Government. But 
surely the eve of a Presidential campaign is 
a very ill-chosen moment to ayow any such 
doctrine. Its parade in the Senate: in the 
thinly-disguised form which the newly-ap- 
pointed Senator from Georgia, Mr, Brown, 
gave to it, is only too ‘strong a confirmation 
of the general suspicion, which has been for 
years entertained by the North, that the 
Democratic Party, if given full possession 
of the Government, would be compelled to 
demands. of the South. . It is perfectly. 
certain that at this late day of the session, 
and ‘with a President #0 independent and de- 
termined in the use of the veto as Mr, Harus 
hagshown himself, no bill of this kind. can 
be passed. Even if the complacency of. the 
President could be counted on, the bungling 
of the Democrats in the House’ of *Rep- 
resentatives has placed it” in the power 
of the, minority.in .that. body. to. pre- 
vent the success .of any - such \.meas- 
ure’ Under these citcumstances, it would 
seem to be a development of ‘‘ pure cussed-: 


| neds”? for one Southern Senator to.report: 


and another to urge the passage of this bill. 


satisfy the. 


sary. 'But as a piece of political, strategy 
the proposition has merit and even justifica- 
tion. It is not unreasonable to ask’that the 
majority in ‘the. Senate, on, the point of. 
voting public money to men who have a 
very: feeble claim on it, avowedly to gratify 
the desire of the South to be compensated 
for war losses, should be compelled. to face 
the question of paying public‘money to men 
who, after all, can. never ‘be; overpaid, for 
their services to our common country. It 
is not surprising ‘that the majority shrank 
from. such a test, and the political. signifi- 
cance of their attitude will not be lost upon’ 
the country. 
—_—_—_— 
THE IMPOTENOE- OF LAW. 


For fifteen years a nest of criminals has 
existed in the City .of Philadelphia, and has 
carried on its work with such bold, publicity 
that the whole world has known of its do- 
ings. ‘Ite practices have caused more suffer- 

g than can ever be estimated, and a 
long list of murders may justly be: charged 
to it, The Legislature of Pennsylvania tried 
to break it up eight years ago, but, failed, 
It has beén repeatedly declared that these 
criminals were 0 under charters 
granted by the State, and were safe 
from. prosecution, At a time when 
the. infamy - of. their operations’ » was: 
a matter of common knowledge, “the 
Attorney-General declared... that he. had no 
evidence against them; and no money: to! be- 
gin proceedings. Is it nota stinging satire 
upon the great State of Pennsylvania and its 
chief law officer that this nest has at length 
been broken up at the instigation and 
through’the efforts of a newspaper; upon 
evidence collected by a member ‘of its city 
staff, and with funds advanced by’ -it to the « 
State?” The newspapers of Philadelphia are 
sometimes called- ‘‘sleepy’’ by their unkind 
or, thoughtless. contemporaries in other 
cities. ‘The phia Record, at least, 
shows. that it was.wide awake. while 
Attorney-General Patmer and. his: subordi- 
nate officers have been fast asleep, Bu- 
CHANAN and his: fellow-vampires have gone 
on for years fostering quackery and fatten- 
ing on its profits, all the time advertising 


-their sham: ‘‘ médical. colleges” and sending 


their bogus diplomas into every State in the 
Union, and to Germany, England, France, 
Quba, Mexico, and South America. - They 
have trafficked in human life, and the: white 
head-stones. of innumerable graves’ are the” 
record of their business success. Upon 
the base semblance...of authority con- 
ferred ‘by them, thousands of “ignorant 
and unprincipled.men haye assumed the 
grave responsibilities and sacted trusts of 
the family physician, and undet false . colors 
have waged an unequal: battle with disease. 
A doctor of medicine may very easily con- 
ceal the scantiness of his attainments from 
his patients. A diploma is. everywhere ac: 
cepted as evidence that its holder possesses 
the full measure of knowledge and. compe- 
tence, and with the vast majority of peo 
one diploma ia .as good as, another, 


The only possible result from the adventure | 


must be to excite distrust mid indignation in. 


the North, and’ especially in the minds of 
that conservative and independent ‘class of 
votets to whom the Democrats. will be. 


, | obliged to make their appeal in the pending | And ¥ 


a ew | Southern“ Brigadiers”” have condneted. 


’ 


Heretofore, it cannot be denied. 
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tempor woman's time is occupied, 
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| is of any Be to thie frightened farmer. 


after all the ; 


vegetation on the island is devoured? This |. 


‘4s the alarming .question which forces, itself 


upon the attention of the Long Islanders, ‘It 
is feared: that. after having finished the 
grain, the grass, the vegetables, plants, and 
shrubs the hungry worm will turn its at- 


| tention “to. the Long Islanders themselves, 


wolves. se 

We have pointed out but two instances 
perhape the. miost flagrant and notorious of 
‘any, that exist—of: the impotence of law 
when rogués' with sufficient pluck ‘and cun- 
ning choose to defy it. The. list might be. 
extended to a wearisome length, for the un- 
punished evils which infest society are many 
and notorious. Society gets accustomed to 
them, just as the’victim of a deformity or a 
half-healed sore learns. to bear his misfor- 
tune lightly. Nevertheless, it is a miserably 
bad policy to suffer ills thatican’ be cured. 
‘We commend to the authorities of this City, 
who have been disheartened at past failures, 
the. encouraging example‘of ‘the successful 
attack upon the bogus diploma business in 
Philadelphia... There is, a chance. to. win 
renown and the blessings of the community. 
in crushing the lottery swindlers, by way of 
beginning; that’ done, other fields of effort 
would not fail to suggest themselves. 

pa! 
THE ARMY- WORM. 

“When Mosns was endeavoring to impress 
upon PxaRaon his peculiar views in regard 
to Hebrew emigration, he employed as argu- 
ments a variety of persuasive reptiles and 
convincing insects. The success of these 
arguments was, however, only temporary. 
Had. Mosus brought. into service the army- 
worm there is not the least doubt that the 
Egyptian King would. have granted. every- 
thing that Mosxs asked: Greatly to ‘the 
credit of the Hebrew leader, he abstained 
from employing a worm that would not only 
have, proved personally obnoxious to the 
Egyptians, .but would -have totally de- 
stroyed the crops and brought about a terri- 
ble famine, 
frogs; and with insects that were not injuri- 
ous to vegetation, thus displaying a thought- 
ful discrimination for.which the Egyptian 
farmers ought to have been very grateful. 

Some-weeks ago the army-worm made its 
appearance in enormous numbers in New- 


Jersey and Long Island. At first it was not. 


Tecogmized by ‘the’ farmers,’ who supposed 
that it was a new and. lawless variety of in- 
sect-tramp, ‘but several of the worms having 
been. bottled and sent’ to Washington for in- 
spection, the Agricultural Bureau formally 
army-worms, and were entitled tobe ranked 
and fed as such,’ Encouraged by this official 
Tecognition, the army-worm: has, begun a 
most energetic campaign, and is displaying a 
degree of enterprise and a knowledge of 
and tactics that are extremely 
creditable, eG 
. The invasion of Long Island by the army- 
worm is now in rapid and: successful prog- 
Tress :upon the plan called by the late Gen. 
Scorr the ‘ anaconda plan.” Three vast 
armies have landed on the coast. © One has. 
occtpied -the north shore, another the 


‘ral mistake, N 


He contented himself with 


and devour their clothing. Of courde, the 
army-worm. does not care for flannel and cot- 
ton and linen so long as it can find better 
food; but. it will hardly consent to. starve 
when it can fill ite stomach with cloth and 
calico. As yet it has not attacked any hu- 
man being, for the rumor: that it has eaten 
the clothes from the back of an Independent 
scratching ‘Republican at Babylon is not 
confirmed; and even if it shold be,” the 
conduct of the worm could be explained on 


y, and fs: really the only ally that be 


; fell again, and has since. heen de 


the supposition that it had made a very natu-'|’ 


the time when 


every green thing we been consumed 
cannot be far distant, and already, in antici- 
‘pation of thé worst, prudent Long Islanders 
are sending their spare clothing to the City. 

There.is.a hope that.at the last’ moment 
the contémplated junction of the three ar- 
mies.at. Garden City may be thwarted. The 
Garden Citizens, knowing that human help 
is in vain, still put their trust in the Estate 
that owns and governs the city. The power 
of the Estate is believed to be practically un- 
limited, and in its heneficence. Garden. City 
lives and moves and has its being: May not 
this great and good Estate exert its tremen. 
dous power and crush out forever the crawl- 
ing invaders? ‘This is what the Garden Uiti- 
zens hope for, and sustained by their faith in 
the Hetate, they calmly cultivate their gardens 
and shave their, lawns. Let us hope that 
this confidence is not misplaced, and that 
the wornis, flushed with success, are march- 
ing to an overwhelming defeat on the plains 
of Garden City, * | 

The gentlemen—-mostiy his personal friends— 
who are to take part in the breakfast to Enwor 
Boorn, at Deiatonito’s, to-morrow, will num- 
ber some 200, and will represent alike the pro- 
fessions and the. arts. . The’ speeches, without 
which aziy American assembly seems impossible, 
‘will, we believe; be limited to Enwnr Boor and 
four or five others. The guest.of the day’s mak- 
ing’a speech will be a proof of gratitude and affec- 
tion, as he. is constitutionally very shy, has been 
very little in society, and has, odd .as it may seem, 
never participated in any public dinner or similar 
occasion. Personating a character and speaking 
the lines of-an author before a crowded: theatre 
and appearing in one’s own character and speak- 
ing. one’s Own words before a company of 
friends are. very. different, and this. is, to a 
man of Boors’s temperament, more 
difficult... Wir Worren will, itis 
read a poeni, bidding farewell and expressing good 
‘wishes and hopes of success and happiness to the 
tragedian. _ The saloon in which the breakfast is 
to be'served will. be very appropriately graced with 
MoEwrar’s cabinet portraits of Boor in his princi- 


Bénedick, 
Cesar de Bazan. Notwithstanding that McEwrsx 


‘}/haa won bis fame as a landscapist, these figu re 


pleces, done as.a labor of love, at the urgent solici- 
tation of Boorn, long his intimate friend, have 


who sails by the Gallia on the 80th inst.; wil 
not enter into any engagements abroad for some 


41,000." The deficit in receipts for the dec 
ade ending in 1859 was $23,548,000; in that ending 
im 1860, $35,986,000; in the last decade, $51,561,000, 
cent., and since 1970 5% per cent.;: & ; 
have increased 7 and 40 per cent., respectively, 
during the same periods. Salaries of Postmastera 
have increased 181 per cent. since 1360,.and 58 per 
cent. sinee 1870; transportation of mails, 127 and & 
per cent. The increase isin mail trans- 
portation, the cost of that for 1879 ($20,012,872) ex- 
ceeding the annual revenues of thé department up 
to 1871, and its annual expenditures up to 1668. The 
direct, pecuniary unprofitableness of the work is, of 
course, chargeable to the long routes: in the half- 
settled States and Territories, and to the sparsely: 
filled country districts; as the country expands in 
advance of compacting, this cost must increase. 
The mileage of post routes dropped, with secession, 
from 240,504 miles to 140,189 in 1861, and 184,078 in 
1962; but it is a progressive factor, and now stands 
at 316,711, having increased almost 15,000 miles in 
the last year. | The thickly-populated Eastern and 
Middle States pay a profit on their postal business— 
the commercial sections particularly so. It ia the 
profit from these which makes tolerable, although 
it’ cannot extinguish, the burden put upon the 
Government by the far West and the South, where 
mails are lightest in quantity and both absolutely 
and relatively costlier to carry; yet, when larges 
facilities on the paying routes are asked of Con- 
gress, the chief advocates of cheese-paring are from 
‘the sections for whose “dissemination of kuowl- 
edge’ the postal deficit exists. 
cece shaadi elite 
The Supreme Court of . Dlinois has decided; 
an interesting question. relating to the reading of 
the Bible in the public schools. .By the School law 
of that State, the Directors of each school districs 
are made a body politic and corporate, and are re 


action shall lie against them for such, expulsion or 
suspension.” In the school which figured in this 
controversy, the rule had been adopted that. the 
teacher might read as an opening exercise every 
morning, not océupying more than 15 minutes, a 
‘chapter from the King James. translation of the 
Bible, It wasoptional with every student whether 


‘} he should be presézt or participate in this exercise, 


but if he chose to be in his seat at that time. he was 
‘required to lay aside his books and remain quiet. 
One of the pupils, named Epwarp McCommicg,who 
‘was a Catholic and tlie son of Cathelic parerits, re- 
fused to abstain from his usual stadies during the 
reading of the'Bible, whereupon he was sdspend: 
ed from. “all. the rights and. privileges 


months at least: It is not unlikely that he may || 


senting him, especially at the Court. theatres. 
has been expreased by scholarly 


south ‘shore, and @ third the ‘eastern ex- | whenever 


tremity of the island, and all three are steadi- 


ly. mafohing seeny, Gulf intended. point of,1, 


go. It 


armies intend to meet at Garden City, 


‘} then 


» laying waste the country as they |. 


it was applied. 


the benefits of the school, in witich it was claimed 
that the rule th question waa void as interfering 
with thezreligious convictions of the aggrieved pa: 
pil and his parents. The Supreme Court decides in 
favor of the school authorities. “The court holds 


it. did not that the teacher or tors bad 
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